v azauuthm:wudropped. at* W N IER
'é Ovuthyun,hmntahohuwonbatﬂuthhtho

fice and the U.S. Postmastér General. It took him seven
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Professor who fought |
and won tens how lt S done

By HELEN HUNTLEY
St. Petorsburg Times Stalf Writer

, You can fight the Central Intclhgonco Agency and win.
* Ask Dr. Corliss Lamont — he did it.

The longtuno civil libertarian and retired umverslty
professor brought the story of his battle to St. Petersburg
‘Monday at a meeting of the local chaptar of the Amencan
+Civil Liberties Union. :

- Fo:theputZSyurs,tﬁeClAh.dbnnopenmganof'

:Lamont’s. letters to and from the Soviet Union, copying
. them, resealing them and sending them on to their destina-
:tion. Lamont says he never knew it was going on until he
.asked for the agency to give him his file under the Freedom
of Information Act. Thc ﬁlo oonwmd photouah of 155
-personal letters. - -
- - *“I decided to sue the CIA for 3150,000 damag ha
“said. “They reelly hurt my feelings.”. . : ”'
© Mostof the letters were to or from one of Lamont’s for-
. mer colleagues at Columbia University — a Russian eco-
. nomics professor named Vladimir Kazakevich — and con-
- tained scholarly discussions of economics and politics,
‘Lamont said. Others were more persounal, including two
love lf:tm Lamont wroto home to his wife while travelmg
abroa

Pl hope the CIA leamed somethmg readmg all

‘that,” ont said.
i . Two months ago, he won his case. A federal dnstnct

Judge in Brooklyn ordered the CIA to pay him $2,000 dam- |
ages and send him a letter of apology Lamont sud ho got.

the letter last week.

i The battle with the CIA was far from Lamont’s f ntuv-
‘11 liberties victory. That came-45 years ago, when he was
Jarrested for pxcketmg in Jersey City. He helped win the
:right of workers in Jersey Cnty to organize and the case

"House Un-American Activities Committee and with Sen.
Joseph McCarthy’s Subcommittes on Government Opera-’
‘tions. He was cited for contempt of Congress, but wheu he
-fought the indictment, the case was

He also has battled the State Department’s pusport of-

years to renew his passport because ‘he refused .to sign a
form swearing he had never been a member of the Commu-

nist Party. He hadn’t been a Cqmq;ungt. but.l:xq decided

)
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that wasn’t any of the passport office’s business, he said. In ;
1958, the U.S. Supreme Court agreed with him.

““We couldn't travel in Europe, but I madtup for it by
going to Mexico twice,” he said.

. A few years later, he found out the U.S.Pat Office was
opemng all second- and third-class mail from foreign coun-
tries to screen it for Communist political propaganda. If
the postmaster general decided the matarial was subver-
. sive, the addressee would get a postcard asking him if he
: really wanted to receive it. Those who said they wanted
.._their mail ended up on a list in the ot‘t'e.oftho Houa Un-
: "‘American Activities Committee. .-

The postmaster geneial’s downfall enmcwhon ho sent
- one of those postcards to Lamont asking him if he wanted
. toreceive a copy of the Peking Review someone had mailed
. him. Instead of sending back the card, Lamont sued the
postmaster genoral. He won. m a unamnous- Supumo
. Court decision in 1965. :
+ QOverthe years, the FBI puttogetheummo filcon

- Lamont, he said. -

“My attornays have told me that the FBI and thc CIA

pent a million dollus trying to prove I wasa subvemve. |

Lamont ia the foundu' and chamnan of the 26-yoar-old

Natlonal Emergtncy Civil Liberties Committee, a 4,000~
. member pwhnchmksabunneuofgmhgweonnm
% behalf ot' civil liberties. -
.- “It’s like the American Civil beemu Umon butit’s not
competmve. he said. “There’s enough werk for hoth of
us.” .

Helivesin Now York. - " *
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